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WHY MORE CANADIAN FAMILIES CHOOSE US CELLS FOR LIFE SUPPORTS PUBLIC BANKINGABOUT UMBILICAL CORD BLOOD STEM CELLS

Advantages of Choosing Cells for Life  

Ontario’s Only Public Cord Blood Bank

           

What is Cord Blood and What Does it Provide?
CORD BLOOD is the blood left in the umbilical cord and 
placenta immediately after your baby is born. It’s rich in stem 
cells - cells that have the ability to develop into many other 
types of cells, including bone marrow, red and white blood 
cells, organ cells, platelets and cells of the immune system.   
These stem cells are ethically and morally acceptable since 
they are not derived from embryos.   

Save or Donate your Baby’s Stem Cells at Birth
STEM CELLS from umbilical cord blood are the baby’s own cells 
that would otherwise be discarded. Should you decide to save 
them they may offer a way to help protect the future health 
of your baby, a sibling, or other family member. Alternatively, 
should you choose to donate, you will help medical research 
or potentially someone else in need.

Stem Cells Save Lives
CORD-BLOOD-DERIVED STEM CELLS have been used 
worldwide for decades and now treat more than 70 different 
diseases, many of which are life-threatening, including: 
leukemia, lymphoma, sickle cell disease, thalassemia and 
severe aplastic anemia. They can mend diseased or depleted 
bone marrow resulting from blood or immune disorders, 
or following extensive chemotherapy and radiotherapy.  
In addition, stem cells are being investigated to be used 
one day in treating diabetes, heart disease, stroke, spinal 
cord injury, cerebral palsy, and Parkinson’s disease.

How Cord Blood is Collected
AT BIRTH, immediately following the safe delivery of your 
baby, the doctor/midwife will use the Cells for Life collection 
kit to obtain as much of the blood from the umbilical cord and 
placenta as possible. It takes only a few minutes to collect the 
cord blood and is done without any inconvenience or risk to     
          mom or baby. It does not  
          interfere with the standard  
          birthing practices of your  
          caregiver or the institution 
          where you will give birth.

Advantages of Using Cord Blood Stem Cells 
• Stem cells will be immediately available as a perfect match         
    for your child should he/she need to use them 
• Family members, such as siblings, may use these cells even           
    if there is not a perfect match
• Eliminates lengthy search for a suitable bone marrow donor
• Less adverse reactions compared to adult bone marrow            
   transplant

PROVEN TRANSPLANT SUCCESS and accreditation are 
two indicators of a good quality system. At Cells for Life, our 
quality program is exceptional. The single most important 
factor is the viability and functionality of the cord blood stem 
cells should they be used for a medical treatment. For 15 years 
Cells for Life has made sample safety, security and viability 
our number one priority.

Superior Customer Care
WE OFFER:
• On-line registration
• Fees include cost and coordination of shipping collected cord  
    blood 
• Bedside pick-up by Cells for Life employees at participating  
    hospitals
• All efforts made to accommodate late registrations
• Last minute registration / collection kits available at 
    participating hospitals
• The “Angel” Directed Donation program provides funding 
    for patients with an immediate need for cord blood therapy
• Multilingual staff
Simple, stress free process for returning your baby’s cord blood 
to our laboratory!
“We believe so strongly in the potential and value of these life saving stem 
cells, we encourage all expectant parents to carefully consider 
their options. If parents do not want to store their cord blood privately, 
we encourage them to donate their cells to our public bank, 
Victoria Angel Registry of Hope.”   
                              Dr. Michael Virro,  Founder, Medical Director,  Cells for Life

In 2001, Mrs. Patrizia Durante was diagnosed with leukemia 
when she was 27 weeks into her first pregnancy in Montreal. 
Prior to the delivery of her baby, Patrizia had the foresight to 
ask her doctors to collect and store her child’s umbilical cord 
blood. This decision, ultimately, is why Patrizia is alive and 
well today. These umbilical cord blood stem cells replenished 
her bone marrow and cured her leukemia. Beautiful little 
Victoria Angel had saved her mother’s life.
When Cells for Life Founder Dr. Michael Virro met Patrizia 
Durante, her husband Luigi, and their daughter Victoria Angel, 
he was incredibly moved by their story.
Dr. Virro had developed a not-for-profit public cord blood bank 
funded by Cells for Life to honour this remarkable family. 
VAR (Victoria Angel Registry of Hope) is now a registered 
Canadian charity that continues its work in public banking. 
For more information on how you can support the public bank, 
please visit our web-site at: www.victoriaangel.org
Cells for Life processes and stores publically donated samples 
for Victoria Angel Registry of Hope.

How to Learn More:
• Visit www.cellsforlife.com, Canada’s premier educational        
    website on Cord Blood Stem Cells
• Attend a regularly scheduled Information Session
• Speak with one of our Clinical Educators 1.877.235.1997
• Visit our laboratory located at Toronto General Hospital
• Attend a webinar from the comfort of your home         
    www.cellsforlife.com/webinar
• Email us at info@cellsforlife.com
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A life-line
   for a lifetime
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